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Jill Siefkes, a junior at Fort Hays State University, enjoys corn on the cob while listening to the Phi Mu Alpha Stompin' Sinfonia Latin Polka Band at Friday's Oktoberfest in Frontier Park.

Largest crowd ever shows up for 25th Oktoberfest
the Oktoberfest - was so crowded, people had
to shove themselves through the masses to navigate.
Jill Siefkes, 21, a FHSU student from St.
More than 10,000 people - college students,
Hays and area residents, Fort Hays State John, was one of them.
University Alumni, children and babies - revShe said she had attended last year's
eled in Oktoberfest Friday, bringing atten- Oktoberfest, but this was better.
dance to the highest number ever.
"It's more fun this year, because there are
"It keeps getting bigger every year," said more people than last year," Siefkes said.
Oktoberfest Chairman Francis Schippers of "Plus, I feel important, because I'm 21 now, and
Hays. "When it started (25 years ago), we had I can drink beer."
seven booths. Add seven to 70, and that's how
Drinking beer - German beer - plays a big
many we have this year."
part in the overall celebration.
Schippers, who has been chairman of the
However, Schippers wouldn't disclose the
Volga German celebration for 21 years, said number of kegs sold at the festivity.
when he started the job, he would remain
"To me," he said, "the issue is the camachairman until the 25th year.
raderie. Having all the good foods and some"We'll see what happens," he said. "I think thing to drink with it, whether it's a soft drink
·
it's great. Anytime you survive something for or beer.
"It's not a beer. bust," he said. "This cele25 years, you know you've done the right
bration is in conjunction with (FHSU's) homething."
By 3 p.m., Frontier Park - the location of coming."

By MICHELLE DUELL

HAYS DAILY NEWS

Schippers brought up the fact that all the
booths, no matter what they sold, had to be
non-profit. And, if they served food, it had to be
original German.
This year is a little different than last year,
he said, because there are new activities, such
as more entertainment for children.
"They get opportunities to milk a cow," he
said of a booth sponsored by Block and Bridle,
a FHSU organization. "Spitting sun flower
seeds is new, too," he said.
"Spit for Dough," one of the new booths, paid
money to anyone who could spit a sun flower
seed a predetermined distance.
One seed spitter faced such a strong head
wind that when he blew the seed out of his
mouth, it flew to his right side.
Not to be outdone, he tried ,again m and 1
failed.
The weather, though humid and windy, did
not faze participartts. .
Children played on a lap-a-tap, a roping

machine that resembled a horse. Underneath it
was an artificial calf that moved forward on a
track, as little ones tried to rope it.
Free carousel rides also were offered to children.
But, parents brought their babies, too.
Ralph Buxton, 26, of Hays, pointed to a little
boy in a carriage.
"He's seven weeks old," Buxton said. "He
belongs to a friend of mine. I have a 7-monthold, but I left him at the sitter's."
German polka waltzes and dancing entertained the adults. Three polka bands performed
throughout the event, as couples danced each with a different style - to the music.
A mother danced a waltz with her little boy,
twirling him about. He laughed. .
At least one child, .howeverj, suffered the
experience of becoming separated from his
father.
And despite the size of the crowd, the two
were reunited.

HOMECOMING: Parade down Main complete with floats, bands, highlight day
e

Alumni Achievement Award, was there.
LaVesta Locklin of Redlands, Calif., a stuThe bricks would be sold to FHSU women dent of nursing at FHSU from 1957 to 1969 said
and their women friends, Hammond said. she received the award because of a program
Names of educators and student contributors to she established in California that specialized in
education who were women at FHSU would be prevention for infants at risk.
"It evolved in the '70s," Locklin said. "It's bigengraved on each brick.
McClure's three children, Andrew, Steven ger and better now and has gone from (caring
and Mark sat with their mother at the dedica- for) 50 to 5,000 babies."
When the program began, she said, it was
tion.
Felten, who received applause for his work, named "Follow up Intervention for Normal
Development."
did not attend.
After the federal government took over the
Later Saturday, as homecoming festivities
continued, recipients and guests of the Alumni program it has became known as "Early
Awards met for breakfast at 10 a.m. at the Start."
LDcklin said she is now retired from nursing
Memorial Union.
One of the recipients, who received an after using her master's degree in maternal child
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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health to work in the field of child development.
When noon arrived, it was time for the
FHSU Homecoming P~ade.
More than 35 floats, bands, groups, alumni
guests, administrators, city officials and homecoming royalty passed onlookers sitting or
standing on the sidewalks of Main Street.
The U.S. and Kansas flags waved high above
the oncoming parade, led by a Hays City Police
car and four soldiers in the National Guard.
Behind them marched the FHSU marching
band led the Hammonds; riding in a car and
waving to the crowds.
Mayor Jayne Clarke followed with Francis
Schippers, chairman of the Volga German
Oktoberfest, behind her.
As the parade continued, an antique fire

truck carrying the winners of the Hays Fire
Department coloring contest, traveled down the
street with its siren wailing occasionallJ.
FHSU alumna Anita Sutton of Hugoton
watched it pass.
I'm here for all the activities - Oktoberfest,
too," she said, adding that she was a Delta Zeta
alumna. "We had-a reunion."
Children played and sat on curbs, fascinated
by the floats and oncoming bands.
Joyce Heffel of Hays said she was at the
parade because her sister from Oklahoma was
visiting, and she wanted to see it.
"I think this is the first time my parents have
been here," she said, adding, "My family grew
up here, and I have two brothers who graduated from Fort Hays."
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